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Ms. Renata B. Hesse

Antitrust Division

U.S. Department of Justice

601 D Street NW, Suite 1200
Washington, DC 20530-0001

‘Dear Ms. Héase,

N AN
Therc is a growing sentiment among economists that we are finally seeing the light at the end of
the turmel of our nation’s recession. The markets are improving, and the cconomni : forecast is generally
positive. However, state revenues are down and most states will have to consider tough cuts on spending
in coming budgets. :

In Massachusetts, we have witnessed a shrinking state revenue base mostl 7 caused by the
recession. Many growth opportunities were squandered in the 1990s, and now, initcad of trading on our
accomplishments, we are lamenting over what might have becn.

One thing that can be done to aid states’ economies is to end the Microsof| lawsuit. We are
writing in support of the nine states and the Department of Justice’s settlement agizement. It is a fair and
reasonable agreement, which brings a satisfactory conclusion to this long-running anti-trust case.

As the old saying goes, 8 rising tide floats all boats. And just as a rising tide will float a boat
sitting at the lowest point first, so the resolution of this case will help thosc who hitve the farthest to rise
first. : :

The tachnology-driven “innovation cconomy” has created tremendous opy ortunities for the
citizens of the Commonwealth. But we must act now to take some of the uncertaiity out of the economy.
We urge you to endorse this settlement agreement, which would provide states greater confidence in
fiscal plamming and would allow entreprencurs and businesses to get back to the b siness of creating new
and better products for consumers. '
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Minority Whip . * Assistant Minority Whip

200 _ ‘440 §.¥3AvaAT 40O ASNOH 06€Z 22. LT9 XVd 6€:9T IHL 20/%2/10

MTC-00032077 0002



